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Dear Friends,

We are celebrating another year of growth and 
impact and a future filled with opportunities 
to do more to end social isolation and build 
cultures of belonging for our youth.

Thank you for all you do to support Beyond 
Differences®.

You will see evidence through this Annual 
Report that we aren’t afraid to tackle this 
giant issue of ending social isolation. Beyond 
Differences is developing methodologies with 
proven outcomes and, in some ironic way, it 
starts with going back to basics. We call them 
the other ABCs. Acceptance. Belonging. 
Connection. 

These may not be the same academic ABCs 
that we learned in our youth, but they have now 
been proven to be an essential part of raising a 
healthy and successful generation of adults. 

Thanks to you, we can be proud of the work we 
have accomplished this past year:

• Grew our national footprint to over 10,000 
schools in all 50 states that use our curriculum 
and participate in student action days, such as 
No One Eats Alone (NOEA).

• Centered youth voice in all that we do and 
further developed the National Teen Board, 
with nearly 50 high school students from West 
Virginia to Hawaii.

• Provided outside expert guest speakers 
and our staff to empower educators around 
best practices to utilize our curriculum and 
programs. 

• Trained the entire Miami Dade Public School 
administrative staff on how to use our NOEA 
curriculum, resulting in the recruitment of over 
100 middle schools in the county to celebrate 
NOEA Day.

We are standing at an inflection point. While we 
continue to deliver on our mission, the problem 
is growing faster than we can tackle it with the 
resources we currently have. As we begin the 
vital effort to create a strategic plan that will 
set direction for the coming years, we need 
every single one of you as engaged partners to 
expand this work.

Together, we are making a positive impact on 
millions of students’ lives. We are incredibly 
grateful for your leadership, support, and 
generosity.
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Acceptance

Belonging

Connection



1,562 
Schools Participated

781,000
Students Connected

Acceptance is where we start.

Know Your 
Classmates®



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Our National Teen Board produced its 
first-ever featured curriculum, Disability 
Visibility. The lessons and resources 
challenge students around the world to 
recognize diversity, spot gaps in accessibility, 
and take action! This approach of providing 
teachers with content that is for youth by 
youth has been proven highly successful. 

We developed the What Is Normal? art 
project for teachers to lead at their  
respective schools.

California Governor Gavin Newsom 
celebrated Know Your Classmates Day in 
Sacramento at Pacific Elementary School 
by reading his children’s book, Ben & Emma’s 
Big Hit. Governor Newsom hosted a powerful 
discussion with these youth about his 
challenges with dyslexia and the differences 
that make each of our children unique. The 
event was live-streamed across the country 
and schools from Los Angeles to New York 
City joined online. 

We established new educator cohorts 
in Dallas, New York City, and the San 
Francisco Bay Area. Our educator cohorts 
are virtual, and they are places where 
educators come together to learn practical 
skills, knowledge, and strategies to empower 
their students to end social isolation and 
encourage cultures of belonging.

Learn more  
KnowYourClassmates.org

National Student Action Day  October 14, 2022



2,837 
Schools Participated

1,418,500
Students Connected

Belonging is essential to thrive.

No One 
Eats Alone®



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Thousands of schools across the country 
celebrated No One Eats Alone Day. Students 
sat with classmates they did not know, found 
new friends, and modeled ways to end social 
isolation in the lunchroom. 

This year’s theme was My Recipe for Empathy, 
which encouraged students to share personal 
traits that helped them build a sense of 
belonging in their school community.

Beyond Differences held No One Eats Alone 
(NOEA) events at 100 Miami-Dade schools to 
raise awareness about social isolation. 

New curricula was provided to teachers 
and student leaders. Some of the activities 
included asking questions to spark meaningful 
discussions: What power does your story 
hold? Student leaders were encouraged 
to run NOEA activities and start a Beyond 
Differences club.

Learn more  
NoOneEatsAlone.org 

“What we’re trying to do is to stop 
[social isolation] from getting 

progressively worse, and we tend 
to get to know each other better 

and to be friendly.” 
Gaby Enriquez 

7th grader, Madison Middle School, Wisconsin

National Student Action Day  February 17, 2023



2,427 
Schools Participated

1,213,500
Students Connected

Connection with empathy  
builds communities.

Be Kind 
Online®



Connection with empathy  
builds communities.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
This year’s Be Kind Online lessons addressed 
social media’s impact on body image, setting 
healthy boundaries, and finding community 
online.

Student leaders were provided a guide on 
how to run a national action day, including 
a presentation slide deck and an art activity 
template. 

Our National Teen Board helped write this 
year’s featured curriculum. The content 
is designed to create more authentic and 
welcoming communities at participating 
schools.

National Teen Board members, Avery and 
Ruth, advised and supported young people 
who struggle with beauty standards online. 

Our curriculum for this year’s program was 
Stand Up for AAPI Youth, in honor of May’s 
Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month. The aim was to broaden students’ 
understanding of the AAPI experience, 
history and culture, and to combat hate and 
create communities of belonging for AAPI 
students.

Learn more  
BeKindOnline.org 

National Student Action Day  May 12, 2023

Video of Be Kind Online Program: 
Advice on Navigating Social 
Media and Body Image Issues



Learn more 
BeyondDifferences.org/national-teen-board

Our 
National 
Teen 
Board 
Youth guide and shape everything that 
we do at Beyond Differences. High 
school students who have just been 
through the challenging middle school 
years serve as subject matter experts  
on our National Teen Board (NTB). 

Recognizing this important youth 
perspective and its impact on our 
work, we have expanded the NTB to 
include more youth from across the 
country. This approach ensures that the 
curriculum and programs we develop are 
relevant and engaging for the youth that 
we serve in today’s classrooms.

The NTB strives to be as diverse as the 
schools participating in our programs. 
These passionate activists are thought 
leaders and tactical guides helping us 
to create cultures of belonging in many 
ways, including the effectiveness of our 
teaching tools and curricula.

Learn more 
BeyondDifferences.org/national-teen-board
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HOW OUR 
TEEN BOARD  

REPRESENTS THE 
VIBRANT, DIVERSE 
WORLD WE SERVE

46%  
Qualify for free/reduced  

lunch program

21%  
Attend a Title I School

36%  
Identify as Queer

21%  
Are disabled

62%  
Speak a language other than 

English at home

69%  
Identify as Black, Latinx, Asian 

American or Pacific Islander, 
Indigenous, Middle Eastern/

North African, Multiracial
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Impact
by the numbers

Activist Academy
JULY 19-23, 2023 — SAN RAFAEL, CA

Beyond Differences launched its first 
Activist Academy that drew dedicated 
youth activists from East and West coasts, 
the Midwest, Appalachia, and the island of 
Hawaii. Together, they actively engaged 
over 40 hours of programming, intensely 
focused on creating new curricula to 
end social isolation and build cultures of 
belonging.  

Over four packed days, the National Teen 
Board learned from seasoned educators 
and worked together to formulate a full 
slate of lessons and activities to be used 
nationwide in the coming school year.  

The highlight of the event was a town 
hall meeting with Tony Thurmond, State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

There, the young activists engaged in deep 
dialogue about the central issues fueling 
the crisis of social isolation in young people.  

With each young voice that came to the 
microphone, the power and impact of 
Beyond Differences Activist Academy was 
undeniable. Today, the National Teen Board 
continues to draw upon the skills they 
gained at Activist Academy to fuel their 
work. Our youth leaders are speaking out 
and speaking up—on panels, in the news, 
and within communities. They are building 
curricula and working together to spread 
the Beyond Differences mission.

Learn more  
BeyondDifferences.org/national-teen-board/



“Serving as a National 
Teen Board Member 
is an honor and a 
profound duty. The 
mission of creating a 
culture of belonging 
resonates deeply 
with my values in life. 
Beyond Differences 
provides a platform for 
us to share our stories 
and develop initiatives 
to act on pressing 
issues like social 
isolation and loneliness. 
I am truly grateful 
and proud to be a 
National Teen Board 
Member, amplifying 
our wonderful work 
nationwide.”
ALYSHA
National Teen Board Member



New Initiatives
Bronx, New York
Thanks to Cerberus Capital Management LP, 
Bloomberg Corporate Philanthropy Americas, 
and RXR Realty Company, a new program 
called Belonging in the Bronx held its first set of 
activities.  

In its first year, 5 schools and 1,372 students 
participated in the Cohort, and plans are 
underway to recruit 8 more schools for the 
current year. 

The Cohort leadership cites that Beyond 
Differences has had an extremely positive 
impact on the climate and culture of its school 
community. The Activist Accelerator leadership 
retreat for middle schoolers empowered 
students to be leaders on their campuses. 

There was a decrease of nearly 16% in the 
reporting of online bullying, bullying in-person, 
harassment, and physical altercations. There 
was also an increase in overall collective 
awareness among students. The Beyond 
Differences influence includes:

• A culture of nurturing and sharing personal thoughts 
and ideas in a positive way.
• Students modeling empathy for others, which 
reduces social isolation and bullying.
• A student body discussing various ways they can be 
change-makers.

Central Valley, California
Thanks to the California Department of 
Education, we have launched a new program 
for middle schools called Central Valley Cares. 

In its first year, the program reached 200 
teachers and 3,800 students with its Beyond 
Differences curriculum. The Central Valley 
Cohort was formed in February 2023, with  
12 middle schools in Bakersfield City School 
District and 1 middle school in Edison Union 
School District. 

The innovative program was designed to 
foster and support a positive culture of 
belonging for the student body. Planning 
by the Cohort included professional 
development, school-wide special events, 
activities, curriculum, and student leadership 
training.

The Cohort’s commitment includes several 
programs launching in 2023 through 2024 
such as: curriculum lessons, student-led 
assemblies, faculty advisors for Beyond 
Differences clubs, participation in National 
Student Action Days, professional 
development, Activist Accelerators, and more 
for school sites.



“No One Eats Alone Day at Madison Middle School created a 
culture of belonging that was never witnessed before. When I 

overheard one of the teachers say, ‘We needed this today!’  
I knew it was time well spent interacting with each other on a 

deep, personal level. We can’t wait to do it again next year!”
DR. JENNIFER ANDREU

Assistant Superintendent, Office of Economic Opportunity & Office of 
Educational Equity, Access & Diversity, Miami-Dade School District

Last year we launched our Professional 
Development Online Learning Community. 
It has grown exponentially since then with 
more than 725 educators committing to 
creating a culture of belonging by engaging in 
a community of practice on Transformative 
Social Emotional Learning.

Knowledge and practitioner insights covered in 
the past year include vital content such as:

• Discussing disability justice with California 
Governor Gavin Newsom and members of our 
National Teen Board.
• Learning how to create welcoming classrooms 
for newcomer students from Kajal Shahali, the 
Youth Programs Manager at Refugee & Immigrant 
Transitions. 
• Hosting 50 live professional development sessions 
featuring more than a dozen subject matter experts. 

725+ Educators
38 States, 2 Canadian Provinces, 6 Countries

A New Learning Community

Learn more 
BeyondDifferences.org/professional-development



A Sound Investment
Beyond Differences makes every donated dollar 
count as we empower youth to build cultures 
of belonging that end social isolation in their 
schools and communities. 

Thank you to the Centene Charitable 
Foundation for continuing to sponsor National 
No One Eats Alone Day for the eighth year 
in a row. It has grown from a few schools in 
California to a nationally recognized program 
celebrated in all 50 states with over 2,837 
schools participating in 2023.  

Our Professional Development programming 
for educators has expanded over the past 
year. The Louis L. Borick Foundation and 
All Points North Foundation funded a new 
Educator Cohort in Dallas, TX. The New York 
City Department of Education renewed and 
increased its support by 5x in its respected city. 

We launched two new programs: Belonging 
in the Bronx in New York and Central Valley 
Cares in California. Thank you to the California 
Department of Education, Cerberus Capital 
Management LP, Bloomberg Corporate 
Philanthropy Americas, and RXR Realty 
Company for funding these programs focusing 
on direct middle school support and student 
leadership retreats.

This year, we held two spring fundraising events 
in the San Francisco Bay Area and New York 
City, that together raised over $793K. 

We welcomed new staff members this 
year: Casey Mancl, Director of National 
Fundraising and External Affairs; Regina 
Rolland, Development Associate; Carly Zdanek, 
Social Media and Marketing Coordinator; and 
Accounting Associate, Taylor Fisher. We are also 
proud of our clean audit for FY 21-22.  

AWARD RECOGNITION
Millions of funders utilize the Candid Guidestar platform to review a 
nonprofit organization’s profile. Earning the platinum seal of transparency 
is a proud achievement, and we are pleased to again earn this recognition.
https://www.guidestar.org



Board of Directors 2022-2023 
Kerri Catalano 
Rahul Chandhok 
Allison Cohen 
Shane Coley 
Tiffani Cook 
Alex Heckler 
Nancy Howes 
Larry Krause 
Karen Kwetey 
Ed Lehrman 
Alan Loving 
Linsey Morrison 
Jacqueline Neuwirth Swire 
Carly O’Connor Kawaja
Sheila Peluso 
Wade Rakes 
Abbey Raymond 
Alex Rivera 
Michaela Simpson 
Ace Smith 
Kristian Stiles 
Jen Traeger 
Marla Wiacek 

Staff  
Laura Talmus  
Executive Director and Co-Founder
Laurel Druke  
Director of Finance & Operations
Lisette Ostrander  
Director of Education Programs

Sally Matsuishi  
Director of National Youth Programs
Alyssa Ching  
Director of National Programs
Casey Mancl  
Director of National Fundraising  
& External Affairs
Karina Parada  
Communications & Database Manager
Deanna Clarke  
Social Isolation Grant Program Manager
Frederick  
Program Manager, Professional Development
Nina Haggerty  
Program Manager, Professional Development
Myi’a Sanders  
Dallas Program Manager,  
Professional Development
Kimberly Thornton  
Dallas Program Manager,  
Professional Development
Regina Rolland  
Development Associate
Taylor Fisher  
Accounting & Operations Associate
Jewel Frost  
Administrative Coordinator
Alba Alvarado  
National Programs Coordinator
Carly Zdanek  
Marketing & Social Media Coordinator
Reina Garay-Solis  
National Youth Programs Coordinator
Madison Torres  
National Teen Board Fellow

Leadership
Our Board of Directors give generously of their time to guide Beyond Differences with 
their expertise from various backgrounds. This amazing group of individuals also donates 
to the organization and this year there was 100% participation.



Corporate Partners
Anonymous
21st Century Advertising, Inc.
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & 
Natsis 
AT&T California
Bloomberg Corporate Philanthropy 
Americas
Cerberus Capital Management, LP
Comcast Financial Agency 
Corporation
Hamilton Zanze Real Estate 
Investments
Macquarie Asset Management
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
PopSockets, Inc.
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
RealtyCom Partners, LLC
RXR Realty 

Voyce Inc.
Kaiser Permanente
Montecito Market Place Associates
My Sisters and Me, LLC

Foundation Partners
All Points North Foundation
California Endowment Foundation
Eric and Evelyn Newman Foundation
Fullerton Family Foundation
Gerson Bakar Foundation
Gruber Family Foundation
Harbor Point Charitable Foundation
John & Marcia Goldman Foundation
Joseph E. Weston Public Foundation
Koret Foundation
Louis L. Borick Foundation
Marin Community Foundation
McNabb Foundation

S Kent Rockwell Foundation
The Meadow Fund
The Walther Foundation
Wallace Foundation

Public Partners
California Department of Education 
Marin County Office of Education
New York City Department of 
Education
Vaccinate All 58 (VA58) Neighborhood 
Partnership Program

Spring Gala Champions
Golden State Warriors
Norwegian Cruise Line
BottleRock Napa Valley
Wing and Barrel Ranch

Thank You!
*The list reflects contributions received between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023.

Premier Partner

Individual Donors
Champions for 
Youth
Carol and Ed Lehrman
Gisela Lake and Larry Krause
Jacqueline Neuwirth and Stephen 
Swire
Janet and Clint Reilly
Keith Brackpool
Laura Talmus and Ace Smith
Leslie and Mike Murphy
Rick Caruso

Changemakers for 
Youth
Anonymous
Barbara and Scott Waxman
Cynthia Kopec and Steve Berley

Danielle and Gil Simon
Evie Talmus and Alan Pomerantz
Gale Mondry and Bruce Cohen
Joni and Russ Pratt
Joyce Aboussie
Leslie Kautz and Jack Weiss
Linda Kreitzman
Linsey and Brett Morrison
Nancy Howes
Peter Ragone
Seymour Kaufman
Wade Rakes and Nicholas Miller

Mentors for Youth
Allison and Eli Cohen
Andrea Evans
Beryl Snyder
Carol and Marvin Levy
Clay Akiwenzie

Drs. Kathy Fields-Rayant and Garry 
Rayant
Ellen and Bob Peck
Hali Croner and Eugene Palmer
Hon Luu
Jake Siewert
Jen Traeger and Adam Hirschfelder
Joan and Ken Gosliner
Johnna Reynolds and Jeffrey Smith
Juan Rodriguez
Karen Kwetey
Kathryn and Daniel Edelman
Kathy and Pete Sittnick
Keith Mason
Kelly and Brent Layton
Kim Fullerton-Nelson 
Laura Ornest and Rick Leslie
Lisa and Matt Chanoff
Marjorie and Marc McMorris
Stacy and Mark Nelson 
Tiffany and Alex Heckler

Advocates for 
Youth
Anonymous
Adrienne Torf
Al Puchala
Alan Loving
Allison and Ron Abta
Alyssa Taubman and Robert Rothman
Amber Reed and Dan Newman
Amy and Eric Sahn
Amy Wender
Andy Hahn
Ann and Andy Mathieson
Annie Sammis
Ashlee and Doug Cabeal
Barbara J. Meislin
Barbara Zamost and Alan Ryman
Barry Mondry-Cohen
Betsy and Alan Zimmerman
Bob Giroux
Bridget Siegel

We wish we had room to thank everyone who donated to us!



We are grateful to the following individuals, companies, and foundations who 
have supported Beyond Differences. They have invested $250 or more in our 

student leaders and school programs.*  

Learn more
BeyondDifferences.org/funders-friends

Carol Traeger, PhD and Norm 
Traeger
Casey and Andre Mancl
Cathy and Charles Wilmoth
Cathy Dobbs Goldstein and Phil 
Goldstein
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MD
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David Binder
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Julie Jay
Kathryne Reeves
Ken Jarin
Kenneth A. Berg Living Trust
Kiele Neas
Kim Weiss
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Kristin Rider Fisco and Peter Fisco
Kristin Swenson
Laurie and Michael Gelman
Lawrence Marshall

Lee and Honorable Stuart Pollak
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Lisa Stone Pritzker
Lisbet and Stuart Sunshine
Lois and Don Attore
H. Marcia Smolens and Richard Rubin
Marika and Michael Yakumithis
Marjorie A. Swig
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Mary Pat Bonner
Matthew Blank
Melanie Wolfe
Melissa and Andy Cohen
Michael Gargano
Michael Whouley
Michaela Simpson
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Patricia and Kip Oxman
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Patrick O’Reilly
Paulette J. Meyer and David 
Friedman
Peleh Fund
Peter Cohn
Rachel and David Metz
Rafi Jafri
Carla and Raymond Kaliski 
Rebecca and Tom Sylla
Rebecca Bunyasaranand
Rhonda Pierce
Rose and Chris Barlow
Ruth and Michael Chavez
Sahily Milian
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Sam Natapoff
Sandra Treacy and Robert Bunker
Shane Coley
Shannan and Steve Bishop
Sharon Lichtenfeld and Edward 
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Simon Vance
Sprague and David Von Stroh
Stephen Baird
Steven Kay
Susan and Steve Van Liere
Susan Kolb
Suzanne Felson
Sydne and Allan Bortel
Terry McAuliffe
Wendy and Dr. Howard Kleckner
Wendy Coblentz and Jim Lowy

Friends for Youth
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Alison Fong and Andrew Nakahata 
Alvin Gilmore, Jr. 
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Kenney
Arthur Lawrence
Barbara Fishman
Bill Lawrence
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Carol Goulian and Richard Edelman
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Dane Strother
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Dela Kwetey
Diana Nelson
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Dore Selix-Gabby
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Doug Levy
Doug Luthy
Douglas Aldridge
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Eileen Mougeot
Elena and Mike Stephens
Elizabeth Friedman and Steve 
Branoff
Emad Bibawi
Emilie Valentine
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Rabbi Stacy Friedman
Gary Syman
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Gilda Turitz and Carl Cox
Gina Di Dimenico and Honorable 
Miguel Espinoza
Gloria Mitchell and Accie Mitchell, 
MD
Jack Guttman
Jacqueline Jaffee
Jadine and Chris Nielsen
James Hong
James Westermeyer
James Wisley
Jami and Matt Hooker
Jan and Robert Ginsberg
Janet Hass
Jayme Fulford
Jeanne Rizzo and Pali Cooper
Jeff Golden

Jennifer and Wade McConnell
Jerilyn Gelt
Jerry Crawford
Jill Lyon
Joanne and Fred Greene
Joanne and Kenneth Nitzberg
Anne Stauffer and Jonas Carlson
Karen Ellingboe
Karen Robbins
Keiko Wright
Keri and Ian Ferry
Kristin Breshears
Kristina Van Prooyen
Laurence Rosenberg
Liam Mayclem
Lisa Gasperoni
Lisette Lehman
Lucy McCoy
Maile Mock
Mallory and Ryan Erickson
Maria Eberle
Marsha and Ralph Guggenheim
Mary and Michael Kesler
Mary Lynn Tierney
Matt Fisher
Megan and Peter Pirsch
Michael Romano
Michele Barnowski
Molly and Charles Schaefer
Natalie and Sahir Surmeli
Nicolas Dumont
Patricia Fripp
Peter Knight
Rahul Chandhok
Rajan Eapen
Renee Croce
Rhianon See Barnato
Ronn Tanel
Russell Anmuth
Samuel Mondry-Cohen
Scarlett and Joseph Headley
Sean Eilers
Sean Luthy
Sharon Hendricks
Stacy and Chuck Scott
Su Yates
Sue and Dick Wollack
Thomas Galloway
Tim Hoekstra
Tim Tagaris
Tracey Porter
Valerie and Kevin Erdman
Vanessa and Shannon Phillips
Veronika Scheftner
William Hill
Yvette and Tim Karman
Zoe and Stephen SchwartzWe wish we had room to thank everyone who donated to us!



Beyond Differences’ mission is to inspire students nationwide to end social 
isolation and create cultures of belonging for everyone. We envision a world 

where all youth are accepted, valued, and included no matter their differences.

P.O. Box 9070, San Rafael, CA 94912 • 415.256.9095 • www.BeyondDifferences.org
© 2023 Beyond Differences®. Beyond Differences®, No One Eats Alone®, Know Your Classmates®, Be Kind Online®, 
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Join the Movement to 
End Social Isolation!


