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Data in the above infographic is based on February/March 2018 findings from national polling conducted by renowned FM3 Research.
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Dear friends,

It is my honor to bring you news and
highlights of this past year, one that has
been full of amazing accomplishments
and growth, within the movement we’ve
built together to end social isolation
among youth. Thank you for being a part
of this incredible journey!

In2010 my
husband, Ace
Smith, and | co-
founded Beyond
Differences to
honor the life
and memory of
our daughter, Lili
Rachel Smith,
who passed in her sleep at the age of 157

Lili Rachel Smith

from medical complications associated
with Apert syndrome.

Looking back, | now realize that Lili
was socially isolated in middle school.
But in those days, we had no words to
describe her loneliness and perception of
herself as being invisible.

Our earliest hopes and dreams were
to speak out about social isolation. We
began by building the confidence and
skills of young people, inspiring them
to become a new generation of leaders,
steadfast in their belief that accepting and
respecting differences would ultimately

lead to a healthier, smarter and happier
generation of adults.

We started in just a handful of schools
in Marin County. Today we are a national
organization in 5,000 schools—in all 50
United States—representing fully 25% of
the middle schools in America!

We started with eight brave teens who
had the courage to talk at local schools
about social isolation, something that no
one had ever spoken of out loud. These
pioneers became our first Teen Board of
Directors.

Today, we have over 100 high school
students on our teen boards in Oakland,
Marin County, Portland, Oregon and soon
in San Mateo County.

We started with a single heroic
education leader—Marin County
Superintendent of Schools Mary Jane
Burke. Today, we not only partner
with 5,000 schools, but with national
organizations, too, and speak to millions
of adults through social media, television,
and radio.

In the beginning, when we talked
about social isolation, we were often met
with blank stares. Today social isolation is
in the lexicon.

My promise to myself—to honor Lili’s
life and memory—has long been satisfied.

Financials

Yet | remind myself daily that the
promise | made to Lili is a promise | now
make to all children who face challenges
because they are different.

Whether you are a Muslim child living
in the middle of America, an LGBTQ youth
struggling in a hostile climate or you are
just plain different, Beyond Differences
intends to bring the promise of inclusion
to you.

One word which we inherited from
past generations who fought against
bigotry and hate is “tolerance.”

But | now know that we must fight
for something beyond tolerance. We are
fighting for nothing less than the total
acceptance of everyone, no matter their
difference.

Thank you again for your support
this last year. We invite you to continue
helping us change the world in which
our children live so they can reach their
fullest potential.

With respect and
appreciation,

Laura Talmus
Co-founder and
Executive Director

Our new look

Strength and boldness—two words that describe both
Beyond Differences and our new logo. We hope you agree
that our new look reflects our smart, edgy programs which
are transforming our communities. The Beyond Differences’
starburst is still central to our look, representing our

belief that there are no limits to the passion, energy and
movement-building we can create together!
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June 1,2017-May 31,2018

Individual
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$242,949
17%

Special Events

$445,083
Income 32%

Total $1,395,287
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Student leadership works!
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Students Leading

CHANGE

Strong. Caring. Vulnerable. Powerful.

Just a few words to describe Beyond Differences’
incredible high school teen leaders. This year, more
than 100 teen leaders from Marin County and Oakland
in California and Portland, Oregon used their
experiences and desire to create a better world
to lead assemblies, mentor younger
students, and organize campaigns.

Positive Prevention Initiatives

Beyond Differences reached an unprecedented number of schools and students
this year. Our three Positive Prevention Initiatives —all offered to participants free
of charge—took place in all 50 states. Nearly 50% of the schools served are
low-income Title 1 schools.

The 33 lesson plans we provided throughout the year to teachers and student
leaders focused on creating a culture of belonging through a variety of lenses:
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Feeling included and including others based
on identity, culture, and diversity

This annual curriculum, campaign and national awareness
day—last held on October 20, 2017—helps eliminate fear of
differences among middle school students by celebrating
everyone’s cultures, faith, and family traditions.

Feeling included and including others during
social times, most importantly at lunch, which
can be the hardest time of the day for socially
isolated students

On February 9, 2018, students in thousands of schools from
Maine to Hawaii led events to bring together their classmates
at lunch, to make sure that everyone has someone to eat with.

Feeling included and including others in online
spaces such as social media

Students joined together on April 27,2018 to learn how to spot
social isolation online, how to respond to digital gossip, and how
to be authentic and true to themselves online.




Beyond Differences’ programs are inspiring youth

throughout the country to end social isolation.

Student Activists

On March 11,2018, more than 100 teens from Beyond Differences stood together and
elevated their voices at the Students Rising to End Social Isolation march and rally
in Oakland to end social isolation and make schools inclusive for everyone. Beyond
Differences stood in solidarity with National School Walk Out Day and March for Our
Lives in saying #ENOUGH.

Meet Keaton
and Cierra

Beyond Differences’ newest video
(https://bit.ly/2L5WjF2) highlights Cierra
and Keaton, two of our teen leaders.

| feel very thankful for Beyond

Differences because it changed Students created a social media campaign called #Whatsmydifferent, followed by the
me a lot. | learned how to step up student-organized march and rally in Oakland.
to help others.

Cierra, sophomore, Oakland Technical High School

When | joined Beyond Differences,
I really started to get an
understanding of who | was as

a person and I learned how to

be myself... Beyond Differences
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Media coverage helps spread the word

Beyond Differences received extensive print, online and broadcast KGW 8. NEWS N BCﬂ&
media coverage this year. Our No One Eats Alone initiative had nearly m
130 broadcast stories with more than 3 million viewers in addition to :&'k NBC o

print/online stories that reached millions of people in small and large CONNECTICUT Allce

cities throughout the U.S. i "
Great media coverage of all of the efforts of our student leaders— Eu‘uis DURAN msna -- @ 97 3

including the Students Rising to End Social Isolation March and o

Rally, Call It Out Day, and Know Your Classmates Day—ensured that ¢|‘[i[ﬂgﬂ E[’ihulu‘ EAST BAY TIMES

young people and adults from coast to coast learned about Beyond
Differences’ work to end social isolation. Elllm'in Independent Jﬂm‘mll MOMTRENDS
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We Can’t Thank Them Enough

We want to thank the following individuals, companies and foundations who

have supported Beyond Differences and invested $250 or more in our student
leaders and school programs. This list reflects contributions received between
June 1, 2017 and May 31, 2018.

Premiere Partner
Centene Corporation Charitable
Foundation

Foundation Partners
Einhorn Family Charitable Trust

John & Marcia Goldman Foundation

California Endowment
Marin Community Foundation

Friendship Circle
Carol and Ed Lehrman
Gale Mondry and Bruce Cohen

Eric and Evelyn Newman
Foundation

Gayle and Ronald Conway

Federated Indians of Graton
Rancheria

Laura Talmus and Ace Smith

Joan and Ken Gosliner

Rodan and Fields, LLC

Jacqueline Neuwirth and Stephen
Swire

Liora and Marcel Houtzager

Honorable Eleni and Markos
Kounalakis

Joyce Aboussie

Phyllis K. Friedman

AT&T California

PG&E

Janet and Clinton Reilly

Teen Champion

Annie Sammis

Kathy and Pete Sittnick

Hali Croner and Eugene Palmer
Steve Sell

Mary Jung

Alfredo Pedroza

Carolyn and Jay Paxton

Joni and Russ Pratt

Barbara and Scott Waxman
Rose and Chris Barlow
Deborah and Robert Stafford
Zoe and Stephen Schwartz
Holly Wade

Alan Pomerantz

Lois and Don Attore

Cristina Genovese Prescott and Alex

Prescott

Steven Kay

Anonymous

Vinati Mishra and Arthur K. Wachtel

Paul St. John

Mercedes-Benz of Marin and
Kristy and Mike Westbrook

Marjorie A. Swig

Dr. Thomas Peters

Newton and Rochelle Becker
Charitable Trust

Karen Rosenbluth

Elizabeth and Joel Hausman

Joyce Newstat and Susan
Lowenberg

First Republic Bank

Martin Stone

Dobkin Family Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

Teen Mentor

Lucy McAllister

Grace Alexander and Josh Brier
James Westermeyer

Sheri and Doug Mowbray

Lee and Judge Stuart Pollak
Megan and Brad Rogerson

Ellen and Rabbi Doug Kahn

Thao Nguyen

Ruth and Michael Chavez

Abbe and Shane Aronson

Tony Winnicker

Metta Fund

Judi and Jeff Kirshbaum

H. Marcia Smolens and Richard
Rubin

Rachel and David Metz

David Koenig

Wade Rakes and Nicholas Miller

Lisbet and Stuart R. Sunshine

Navolio & Tallman LLP

Montecito Market Place Associates
c/o Seagate Properties, Inc.

San Francisco Giants Baseball Club

Barbara and Charles Goodman

Mount Tamalpais Cemetery &
Mortuary

Rosenberg Foundation

Cathy Dobbs Goldstein and Phil
Goldstein

FivePoint

Linda and Joe Salesky

Lucy McCoy Bacigalupo and Paul
Bacigalupo

Helene Roos, Psy.D.

Danielle and David Mosse

Maura Kneafsey

Lisa Towne

Spirited Marin

Margaret and Austin Mader-Clark

Michelle Lutz and Jonas Carlson

Laurie Gregg

Ross Stores Foundation

Jane Howell and Honorable Arlo
E. Smith

Stentzel Foundation

Devin Dixon and Todd Schneider

Nina E. Grove

Tania Houtzager and Casey Koon

Melissa and Mike Elgin

Wendy and Dr. Howard Kleckner

Barbara Zamost and Alan Ryman

Kim Weiss

Sandi Morris

Joni Binder and Robert Shwarts

Doug Harvill

Rebecca and Thomas Sylla

Dee Marie and Dr. Adrian Rawlinson

Drs. Mary G. DeMay and Thomas
Neylan

Deborah Lopez

Mallory and Ryan Erickson

Eucalyptus Associates, Inc.

Pacific Union International, Inc.

Amy and Eric Sahn

Amber Reed and Dan Newman

Andrew Miller Foundation

Carol Traeger, Ph.D. and Norm
Traeger

Donahue Fitzgerald LLP

Wendy Coblentz and Jim Lowy

Carol A. Goldberg

Leah and Aaron Lamstein

Jeff Greendorfer

Alex Randolph

David Weinfeld

Peter Cohn

Sheila Mackay

Denise and Ed Miller

Sue and Dick Wollack

Deborah Fletcher

Jeanie & Richard Schram

Susan and Bob Wolfe

Nick Colina and Matthew Borgman

Michele Arntz

Rebecca Prozan

Jennifer Heilbronner

Kelley Rochna

Tom Shannon

Janeen and Dr. Wade Smith

21st Century Advertising, Inc.

Marsha and Ralph Guggenheim

Cindy Goldberg

West, Inc.

Otis Bruce, Jr.

Honorable Darrell and Julie
Steinberg

Mauree Jane Perry

JaMel S. and Thomas Perkins

Jane Gottesman and Geoffrey
Biddle

Ed Talmus

Michelle and Jeff Lerman

BNY Mellon Wealth Management

Amy Grossman

Fred Silverman and Gerard Buulong

Roselyne C. Swig

Holly Brock-Cohn and Gary Cohn

Sarah and Sean Clegg

Lawrence Marshall

Sharon Lichtenfeld and Edward
Hurwitz

Liz Darby and Glen Hiyashi

Gorton & Schmoll Orthodontics

Shasta Nelson

Anne Maggioncalda

Kenneth A. Berg Living Trust

Lisa and Matthew Chanoff

Paul Levitan

Susan and Todd Christman

Elaine and Patrick Connolly

Paulette J. Meyer and David
Friedman

Hanson Bridgett LLP

Peggy Ackerberg

DaviLang

Lisa Grove and Stephen J. Becker

Iris and Henry Metz

Julie and Adam Young

TomKat Fund

Teen Advocate

Rabbi Eric Weiss

Nikki Traw and Tommy White

Sheri and Keith Louis

Judy and Mel Croner

Krista and Scott Rider

Sarah and Mike Hoover

Nancy and Joe Blum

Miguel Bustos and Alex Rivera

Stefany Glass and Zach Berkowitz

Lisa Travaglini

Jennifer and Evan Bryman

Julie Jay

Claudia Perez, Ph.D. and Danny
Perez, M.D.

Geraldine Miller

Barbara J. Meislin

Valerie and Kevin Erdman

Susan Kolb

Sylvia Pacheco

Kimberley Hutchinson

Ben Golombek

If Only

Raymond W. Kaliski

Stefanie Langfeldt

Diane Kershenbaum and Stephen
Natelson

Lori and Mark Horne

Allyson and Darin Cline

Tom Richards

Tucky and John Pogue

Leslie lorillo and Ted Sheridan

Lynn Bunim and Sandy Fetter

Raquel H. Newman

Julia Causey

Deb Levy and Jared Polsky

Betsy and Alan Zimmerman

Christine and Theodore Gazulis

Kathryn and Dan Edelman

Ingrid Tauber, Ph.D.

Kathleen A. Zemanek and Tony
David

Gisela Lake and Larry Krause

The Art of Good Taste

Dena and John Selix

Bethany and Jim Hornthal

Eric Somers

Joanne and Fred Greene

Laura Rockwell

Debbie Mesloh

Susan and Jay Mall

Alexis Stauffer

Peri and Geoffrey Smith

Thomas Beaty

William Hill

Ralph Battat

Dennis Whipp

Michael D. Kachurka

Hala Hijazi

Lynn Altshuler and Stanley
Herzstein

Maile and Phil Matier

Mara and Nathan Ballard

Janet Harris

Janie and Don Friend

Ann Wu

Suzy Jones

Jeffrey Smith

Congregation Emanu-el

Ruth Mathis Bissell, Ph.D. and Matt
Bissell

Tom Nolan and Larry Friesen

Sally Carlson

Harold Brooks

Victoria A. Grey

Elizabeth Hely and Bruce Simon

Mary Croughan, Ph.D.

William Roland CHFC, CLU

Sandra Treacy and Robert Bunker

Buffy Wicks and Peter Ambler

Carol Nathan

Gia Daniller-Katz

Brooke and Mark Joseph

Sandra Hill

Louis Haas

Beth and Daniel Gumm

John Kirtland

Melissa Lowe and Hillary McKinney

Laurie Dubin

Carla Yudhishthu

Virginia McGraw

Shaunna Levy, LLC

Rosie Platt

Jane Sherman and Paul Smith

Heather Whiteford

Susan O’Kelly

Joan Lubamersky

Amy and Mort Friedkin

Thor Kaslofsky

Susie Engelberg and Jeff Appleman

Kathy Koo

Evie Talmus

Michelle Zimmermann

Dorothy Kaufmann and Dan Wile

Terry A. Seligman

Dana Menaker

Gustavo Llamas and Brad Hennig

Lynn Raube and Jeff Behnke

Diana Bianco

Yvonne Israel O’Hare

Danielle Sherman

Alyssa Taubman and Robert
Rothman

Mary and Spencer Dick

Carol Klinger and Anthony Garrett

Roberta Gardner and Paul R. Martin

Kymberlie Boston-Keplinger

Robert Potter

Susan and Jeff Beller

Jeffrey Reingold

Karen Hirsch

Marsha Silberstein

Christy Strange and Bryan Potter

Amy Logun and Steven Bratman

Julie and Stephen Kimball

Jamie Snider

Kimberly Aziz

Cathy and Rob Curtis

Kurt Borchardt

Marilyn and David Zimmerman

Rhoda L. and Sheldon Wolfe

Nick Josefowitz

Honorable Steve Glazer

Stacy Scott

Howard Schmuck

Aika Thakran

Carol and Alan Feren

Quinn Lowenthal Family Fund

Jadine and Chris Nielsen

Bena Tomlinson

Jan Cook Reicher

The Horner Family Foundation

Jane Tobin

Aviva and Karl Boedecker

Jean O’Neil

Natalie Hoshaw

Jeanne Rizzo and Pali Cooper

Paul Wiseman

Catherine Potter

Elizabeth Share and Paul
McLaughlin

Honorable Mark Leno

Erin and Robert Becker

Jeff Ross and Jan Platt

Ellen Rosen Kaplan and Lenny
Kaplan

Adam Hirschfelder and
Jen Traeger-Hirschfelder

Tanya Goodman

Joan |. DiFuria

Margret Scott

Mark Teitelbaum

Mical Falk, Ph.D. and Yoram Sabo

Joy Weiss

Nadia Sesay

Drusilla and Jim Davis

Judy Gold and Jordan Bloom

Patricia and Kip Oxman

Kara Ornstein

Paula Farthing

Karen Robbins

Elizabeth Ross

Keiko Wright

Elizabeth Slavitt

Rhona H. Fink, M.D.

Honorable Mary Jane Burke

Richard Neil Snyder

Robert Bank

Lawrence Smith

Robert Sass

Ellen Chaitin

Samuel Mondry-Cohen

Gloria Mitchell and Accie Mitchell, M.D.

Debby and Tony Anziano

The Fabulous Women of Sonoma
County

Devon and Daniel MacEachron

Marcia and John Lenser

Michaela L. Simpson
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«In the Bay Area, middle school students from Marin, the East Bay, and the
Peninsula attended leadership retreats led by our high school teen leaders.
. These retreats brought together students from diverse family and ethnic/racial
Expandlng ) backgrounds who created a strong community of new friends while learning
our reaCh : from one another how to be leaders in their middle school.

« In New York City, Beyond Differences is collaborating with the city’s Department
of Education on a groundbreaking project. Thanks to a grant from the Einhorn
Family Charitable Trust, we are delivering—as well as assessing the impact of—our
curriculum, leadership activities for students, and professional development for
teachers to a cohort of 12 middle schools.

«In the Central Valley of California, where the safety and security of all
children—regardless of documentation status—is at risk, Beyond Differences
is working with six middle schools to develop ™
resiliency for all students and faculty.

No ONE

Beyond Differences continues to grow : ‘
our reach through social media: + As the leader in addressing social isolation, ' g eats LI

'i Facebook: 18,730 followers Beyond Differences has received awards

and presented at conferences throughout

g Twitter: 19,020 followers the country, from Louisiana to Michigan

I@l Instagram: 975 followers to California.
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711 Grand Avenue, Suite 200, San Rafael, CA 94901 « 415-256-9095 - www.BeyondDifferences.org

Staff Board Members, 2017-18
Laura Talmus Dr. Louise Malandra Jacqueline Neuwirth Betsy Hausman Annie Sammis
Executive Director and Co-founder ~ Oakland Unified Regional Swire, Chair Gale Mondry Ace Smith

Programs i
Grace Alexander ¢ U el (o, Jay L. Paxton Evie Talmus
Director of Finance and Operations i:;:;t?ju'osregon egionl Miguel Bustos Wade Rakes Lisa Towne
S.ally Kuhlmar? Programs i) T Helene Roos, Psy.D. Tony Winnicker
Director of National Programs i

Ken Gosliner
Rosie Platt Joseph H. Salesky

Air Gallegos
Director of Student Programs
and Curriculum Development

Development Coordinator,

P R . .
ortland, 0 Our thanks to Peter Oppenheimer and Amy Sullivan

Laurel Druke for their wonderful photos used in this report.
Special Projects Coordinator

Beyond Differences is the only student-led nonprofit organization and social justice movement dedicated to ending social isolation.
From the start, we identified social isolation among youth as a public health crisis with links to community violence. Social isolation

puts children at risk for lower academic achievements, increases the risk of depression and can lead to suicide ideation.
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