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            We are honoring Wade Rakes at our Bridge to Belong
            
	                
	            	                    [image: We are honoring Wade Rakes at our Bridge to Belonging, New York City, benefit on Tuesday, April 30, 2024 from 6pm-8pm.   Wade is currently our Beyond Differences board chair and is passionate and dedicated to our mission. Wade graduated from Princeton University with a B.A. in Economics and a Certificate in Political Economy. He received his MBA from the University of Michigan. From 2002 to 2006 he worked with Showtime Networks in New York City—serving as Marketing Manager for the network before moving to work as Business Analyst in the Office of the CFO, and eventually Special Assistant to Showtime’s Chairman and CEO. Following his work with Showtime, he became the Senior Advisor and Director of Public Liaison for former Governor Ted Strickland (D-OH). There he served as a member of the Governor’s Senior Executive Staff, responsible for policy formulation, budget planning, and legislative relations. His work in the administration centered on statewide public and local government affairs, as well as management of Veterans Affairs, Faith Based & Community Initiatives, 8 Regional Offices of the Governor, and the Governor’s Constituent Services Call Center.  With your help, Beyond Differences is building the Bridge to Belonging nationwide! Become a sponsor, purchase tickets or find out more on our website https://beyonddifferences.ejoinme.org/springbenefits2024!  Your support means the world to us. Can’t wait to see you there!]
        
    



    
        
            Beyond Differences was founded by Laura Talmus and
            	                    [image: Beyond Differences was founded by Laura Talmus and Ace Smith to honor the life and memory of their daughter Lili Rachel Smith. Lili's beautiful, but short life led to a national recognition that social isolation hurts all of us.   Today and always her kind words resonate with millions of teens across the country and encourage us to continue our efforts in creating cultures of belonging for all.   "Do not ever let someone tell you that you can't do something - not even yourself." Lili (1994-2009)  Please help us honor Lili by taking a photo wearing something purple 💜 on what would have been her 3oth birthday, Wednesday, April 3rd, 2024. Post and tag us in your photo so we can share your support with everyone. Thank you!   #wearpurpleforlili #beyonddifferences #belonging]
        
    



    
        
            🍎📚 Celebrating the power of adaptable learni
            	                    [image: 🍎📚 Celebrating the power of adaptable learning! A heartfelt testimonial from one of our dedicated educators. Every student is unique, and we’re here to support every step of their journey.  Educators, explore our 3 national programs and special curriculum developed by our National Teen Board by signing up for FREE access at: tfaforms.com/4843926  #BeyondDifferences #SocialIsolation #Belonging #EducationMatters #TeacherTestimonial #StudentSuccess]
        
    



    
        
            In these troubled times, we could all use more hea
            
	                
	            	                    [image: In these troubled times, we could all use more healing. That’s just one of the reasons we’re so excited to have Healing & Restorative Practices Coach Michelle on our Educator Review Panel!  Teachers, counselors, and administrators from across the nation have come together with Beyond Differences in the 2023-2024 school year to provide real-world feedback on our SEL lesson plans and professional development training.  Michelle supports San Francisco students in grades 6-8 and has been in education for 25+ years! Outside the classroom, she loves playing volleyball for fun. Circle up, everyone!   #Educators #SchoolCounselors #Teachers #PeerReviewed #SEL #ProfessionalDevelopment #Diversity #Equity #Inclusion #Belonging #SocialIsolation #Classroom #School #BeyondDifferences #EducatorReviewPanel]
        
    



    
        
            Tickets on Sale Now! 💜Be a part of something tr
            	                    [image: Tickets on Sale Now! 💜Be a part of something truly impactful by attending our 15th Annual Spring Benefits in NYC on April 30th and/or Mill Valley on May 4th. #bridgetobelonging #nycbenefits #beyonddifferences ferences #CelebratingEducators]
        
    



    
        
            Tickets on Sale Now! Be a part of something truly 
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Tickets on Sale Now! Be a part of something truly impactful by attending our 15th Annual Spring Benefits in NYC on April 30th and/or Mill Valley on May 4th.  Beyond Differences is dedicated to creating a sense of belonging for all students across the nation. Belonging is a fundamental human need, and our organization works tirelessly to empower and inspire young people to foster inclusive cultures in their schools. Our No One Eats Alone Day, celebrated in 2,500 schools across all 50 states, reaches over 1,000,000 students each year. With our educator training, curriculum, and national action days, we are making a real difference in the fight against social isolation.  We are calling on you to support our mission and join us in making a difference. Join us at our events in NYC, and/or Mill Valley and help us continue our important work. Together, we can build a Bridge to Belonging for all students.  With your help, Beyond Differences is building the Bridge to Belonging nationwide! Become a sponsor, purchase tickets or find out more on our website https://beyonddifferences.ejoinme.org/springbenefits2024!  Your support means the world to us. Can’t wait to see you there!]
        
    



    
        
            Beyond Differences has partnered with over 1,182 s
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Beyond Differences has partnered with over 1,182 schools 📚in the New York City area and is the first organization to design a strategy to mitigate the tremendous impact of social isolation on middle school students💜.   🌟Become A Sponsor at Bridge to Belonging,💜 New York City on Tuesday, April 30th, honoring NYC schools and its outstanding educators!   See how your investment directly impacts students by watching this Video https://conta.cc/3wy20s8 from PS59 in the Bronx, where they celebrated our signature student action day, No One Eats Alone® held on Friday, February 16th, along with over 2,000+ schools in all 50 states, reaching over 1,000,000+ students. With your help, Beyond Differences is building the Bridge to Belonging nationwide🌎!   Become a sponsor or find out more on our website https://conta.cc/3SS4Yzp.  Can't wait to see you there! #BridgeToBelonging #SpringBenefit #BeyondDifferences]
        
    



    
        
            Paarth is a warm and thoughtful collaborator on bo
            	                    [image: Paarth is a warm and thoughtful collaborator on both the Body Positivity and Queer Visibility teams. His compassion and dedication shows in all curriculum he builds to foster more safe, just, and respectiful school communities around the country.]
        
    



    
        
            Most educators love a good book, but Jill takes it
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Most educators love a good book, but Jill takes it to a whole other level as a Literacy Interventionist for grades 6-8 in Los Angeles! Teachers, counselors, and administrators from across the nation have come together with Beyond Differences in the 2023-2024 school year to provide real-world feedback on our SEL lesson plans and professional development training.  A professional modern dancer in New York once upon a time, Jill has been in education for 29 years — let’s hear it for that dedication!   #Educators #SchoolCounselors #Teachers #PeerReviewed #SEL #ProfessionalDevelopment #Diversity #Equity #Inclusion #Belonging #SocialIsolation #Classroom #School #BeyondDifferences #EducatorReviewPanel]
        
    



    
        
            #MemoryMonday! 📅 Remember when The 74 Million w
            	                    [image: #MemoryMonday! 📅 Remember when The 74 Million wrote this article in 2020, that sheds light on why Beyond Differences initiated this crucial program, emphasizing the importance of respectful online behavior? In today’s ever-connected world, where social media often shapes our interactions, BKO aims to inspire students to reflect on their own social media usage, including what it means to engage in positive online and offline behavior. We know that social media is here to stay, so how can we empower our students to use it to find community and inspire them to take action in real life? Educators, now more than ever, play a pivotal role in shaping positive digital citizenship among our youth. Sign up for #BeKindOnline: tfaforms.com/4843926  🌐🤝💻📖 Read the full article to learn more about the impact of the #BeKindOnline curriculum and why it’s essential for educators to sign up: https://www.the74million.org/article/being-kind-online-takes-on-new-urgency-as-socially-isolated-kids-and-teens-find-its-their-only-destination/  #UnmuteYourKindness #BeKindOnline #BeyondDifferences #BuildBelonging #SocialEmotionalLearning #MiddleSchoolProgram]
        
    



    
        
            TODAY is the day! RSVP now for Beyond Differences 
            	                    [image: TODAY is the day! RSVP now for Beyond Differences National Teen Board Poverty Visibility Panel featuring Jacky, Ruth, Briggs, Cris & Edgar. Join us from 4-5pm PT/7-8pm ET on Zoom for this important conversation! https://conta.cc/3v3T9hO  #Educators #SchoolCounselors #Teachers #Students #Teens #PeerReviewed #SEL #ProfessionalDevelopment #Diversity #Equity #Inclusion #Belonging #SocialIsolation #Classroom #School #HighSchool #MiddleSchool #BeyondDifferences #NationalTeenBoard]
        
    



    
        
            On behalf of everyone here at Beyond Differences, 
            	                    [image: On behalf of everyone here at Beyond Differences, we would like to say thank you to everyone who attended our Bridge to Belonging event in Miami, Florida on March 14th. Your support means everything to us! Special thank you to all of our sponsors and Congratulations to our honorees!]
        
    



    
        
            Did you know? Beyond Differences is on a mission t
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Did you know? Beyond Differences is on a mission to combat social isolation online and foster more inclusive digital environments for middle school students!  But why does this matter? Check out these eye-opening stats: 📱 90% of teens have used social media. 📊 75% of teens report having at least 1 active social media profile. 🌐 51% report visiting a social media site at least daily. 📱 75% of teens have their own mobile devices with internet capabilities. ⏰ And get this: Teens spend an average of 9 hours a day online, not including schoolwork!  Educators, with your support, we’re working to make these digital spaces safer, kinder, and more welcoming for every middle schooler. Sign up now for our free, easy, and quick Be Kind Online® program to join the movement!  By signing up, educators gain access to three free lessons and a Student Leader Guide. Let’s empower our students to make a positive impact online and in their communities. 🚀   🔗https://www.tfaforms.com/4843926   #UnmuteYourKindness #BeKindOnline #BeyondDifferences #BuildBelonging #SocialEmotionalLearning #MiddleSchoolProgram]
        
    



    
        
            Meet National Teen Board Member Allie! Allie draws
            	                    [image: Meet National Teen Board Member Allie! Allie draws upon her personal struggle with body positivity to fuel her work in creating greater inclusion and celebration of all bodies.]
        
    



    
        
            It’s time to add a little drama to our lineup of
            
	                
	            	                    [image: It’s time to add a little drama to our lineup of illustrious educators. How impressed are you that four of the brilliant minds on our Educator Review Panel each have more than 25 years of experience in education? Comment with your favorite artistic emoji for Mrs. Couvertier! Teachers, counselors, and administrators from across the nation have come together with Beyond Differences in the 2023-2024 school year to provide real-world feedback on our SEL lesson plans and professional development training.  Mrs. Couvertier is a Theater Arts Educator for grades 6-8 in The Bronx, New York, and has been in education for over 25 years. Take a bow, ma’am!  #Educators #SchoolCounselors #Teachers #PeerReviewed #SEL #ProfessionalDevelopment #Diversity #Equity #Inclusion #Belonging #SocialIsolation #Classroom #School #BeyondDifferences #EducatorReviewPanel]
        
    



    
        
            Last chance to win a gift card for your class! We 
            	                    [image: Last chance to win a gift card for your class! We would love your candid feedback on the No One Eats Alone®️ curriculum and materials to ensure they meet your and your students’ needs.  This information will help us improve and update lessons, activities, and tools and help greatly in our efforts to fundraise.   Three survey participants will be selected for a $50 gift card (Amazon, Target, or Visa) and your school will not see your response.  Be 1 of our 3 winners! Enter by March 20th.  #BeyondDifferences #NOEA #SEL]
        
    



    
        
            We are thrilled to welcome Elisha Minter and Keesh
            	                    [image: We are thrilled to welcome Elisha Minter and Keesha Dixon from the National Association of Black Storytellers, Jaryn Holbrook Janeway from Out Youth, Emily Janssen from StoryCorps, and Cat Lum from nXu for a panel discussion moderated by actor and director Ayesis Clay on Agency & Cultivating Student Leadership... through storytelling!  Join us on Zoom on Monday, April 8 at 2:30pm ET (11:30am PT) or Tuesday, April 9 at 7pm ET (4pm PT) for this culmination of our Foundations of Social Isolation training series. You won't want to miss it!   #Educators #SchoolCounselors #Teachers #SEL #ProfessionalDevelopment #Diversity #Equity #Inclusion #Belonging #SocialIsolation #Classroom #School #Storytelling #BeyondDifferences]
        
    



    
        
            🌟 Introducing Be Kind Online® 2024: “Unmute 
            	                    [image: 🌟 Introducing Be Kind Online® 2024: “Unmute Your Kindness” 🌟  In today’s digital world, social media shapes much of our interactions. This year, Be Kind Online aims to inspire students to reflect on their online behavior and promote positivity both online and offline.  Join us on Be Kind Online Day, Friday, May 10th, as we encourage students to unmute and spread kindness. Let’s tell someone what we appreciate about them and learn how to navigate social media with integrity.  By signing up, educators gain access to three free lessons and a Student Leader Guide. Let’s empower our students to make a positive impact online and in their communities.  Ready to make a difference? Sign up today to access our digital-only BKO resources! 🚀   #UnmuteYourKindness #BeKindOnline #BeyondDifferences #BuildBelonging #SocialEmotionalLearning #MiddleSchoolProgram]
        
    



    
        
            What does poverty have to do with social isolation
            	                    [image: What does poverty have to do with social isolation? Everything. National Teen Board members Jacky, Ruth, Briggs, Cris and Edgar can tell you all about it on Thursday, Mach 21 from 4-5pm PST/7-8pm EST. RSVP for the Zoom now!]
        
    



    
        
            Attention educators:  National Be Kind Online® Da
            	                    [image: Attention educators:  National Be Kind Online® Day is on Friday, May 10, 2024! Join hundreds of other schools across the nation to address how we can create more positive social connections online and in real life, and end loneliness caused by social media.   In addition to the #BeKindOnline Day celebration, the program comes with 3 teacher lesson plans and a student leadership unit! This year we have a special How to Run Be Kind Online Day workshop on May 7th, that we are offering only to educators who are signed up for BKO! More details to come soon :)  Stay tuned to find out our BKO Theme!  Register using this link! → tfaforms.com/4843926   #BeKindOnline #BeyondDifferences #DigitalKindness]
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	We use cookies on our website to give you the most relevant experience by remembering your preferences and repeat visits. By clicking “Accept”, you consent to the use of ALL the cookies. Do not sell my personal information.
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					This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may affect your browsing experience.
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